
 

 

 

FRANCONIA TOWNSHIP 

 REGURLAR MINUTES 

               BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

 

Chairman Grey R. Godshall called the Regular Meeting of the Board of Supervisors to order 

on Tuesday, February 17, 2015 at 7:01 p.m. at the Municipal Building, 671 Allentown Road, 

Franconia, Pennsylvania 18969. 

 

Present were 1st Vice-chairman David B. Fazio, and 2nd Vice-chairman Robert H. Nice, 

Supervisor Steven P. Barndt, and Supervisor Curtis N. Kratz. Also in attendance were 

Township Manager Jon A. Hammer, Assistant Township Manager Jamie P. Worman, Chief 

of Police Joseph Kozeniewski, Public Works Director Paul R. Nice, Township Solicitor 

Frank R. Bartle, Esquire, Township Engineer Cindy VanHise, P.E., Finance Director Ami L. 

Tarburton, Building Inspector Jerry Rittenhouse, and Eric Wert, Esquire and interested 

residents of Franconia Township.   

APPROVAL OF JANUARY 5, 2015 ORGANIZATION MEETING MINUTES 

Mr. Fazio made a motion to approve the minutes from the January 5th, 2015 Organization 

Meeting. Mr. Kratz seconded the motion. The motion passed.  

APPROVAL OF JANUARY 19, 2015 REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

Mr. Barndt made a motion to approve the minutes from the January 15th, 2015 Regular 

Meeting. Mr. Fazio seconded the motion. The motion passed.   

OPEN MEETING TO THE PUBLIC 

Mr. Godshall opened the meeting to the public.  

 

Mr. Gerald Thiel, 811 Allentown Road, explained that he had submitted copies of his 

questions regarding the accuracy of the financial audits pertaining to the 2009-2013 budgets 

to the Township Manager prior to the meeting. He then went through the document he had 

submitted, ultimately requesting that the BOS launch a full investigation into the budgets 

dating back to 2009 through 2013. He pointed out questions that pertained to the transfers of 

money into the Recreation Fund and also transfers that he felt were additional illegal 

transfers from the Open Space Fund. He commented that he believes there is lost revenue. He 

reiterated his request that a full investigation be performed and that the forensic audit be 



 

 

 

redone clarifying for the auditor what the BOS would like him to look for during his review. 

Mr. Godshall replied that the BOS is in receipt of his notes but that they had only received 

them an hour prior to the meeting. He continued that they will go through Mr. Thiel’s 

information with Mr. Hammer and Ms. Tarburton and provide answers to his questions. Mr. 

Thiel replied that that was okay but he continued to express his concern that the audit be 

redone. He added that the public is not privy to the various bank accounts and budgets and 

other important information. Mr. Godshall replied that they will have to get back to him after 

they have had the opportunity to review the information he provided.  

 

Mary Scalfani, 360 High Street, commented that she had never heard of a forensic audit 

where it didn’t list the “who/what/why” and that also did not include a narrative. She 

repeated that a narrative should have been included. She also questioned why a legal notice 

was placed in the paper on a Saturday announcing a noon meeting on Monday that resulted in 

a new police contract and a resolution to the litigation issue. She added that it was not right 

and should not have been handled that way. She continued that the lines of communication 

need to be better. Mr. Godshall replied that they were negotiating right up to that point and 

because of that it had to be handled that way. He added that he would hope the residents 

would be excited about the resolution that was reached. Ms. Scalfani also questioned the 

meeting minutes asking why the residents cannot review them before they are approved. She 

also commented that the minutes were wrong. Mr. Bartle replied that the minutes are not 

official public records until they are approved by the elected body.  

 

Ms. Theresa Hettel, 327 Elmwood Lane, wanted to reiterate that she was also in favor of 

having a complete audit performed and would like it made available to the residents. She also 

was interested in hearing an update on the residents’ advisory board and was hoping to hear 

about that this evening. Mr. Godshall replied that Mr. Hammer was still working with the 

auditors and is in the process of setting up internal controls at the auditor’s direction. The 

more specific questions people have will have to be looked into and then we will get back to 

them on that. He explained that the auditors have not given the BOS any indication of monies 

being used on things that have not been reported. He also added that the BOS is looking to 

move forward at this point. He noted that the Township still has the lowest tax rate around 

with its own police department complete with 11 full-time officers and 900+ acres of open 

space. He added that the land development is picking up and that they are also dealing with 



 

 

 

stormwater management issues. He continued to explain that they understand that they have 

to take care of the public’s tax dollars and they are in the process of devising a plan on how 

they get the money back to where it belongs and they hope to continue to move forward. Ms. 

Hettel commented that she was unsure how we could move forward when we aren’t even 

sure where we are. She added that there are many people in the room willing to help. Mr. 

Godshall replied that he believes the BOS does know where they’re at and that there are still 

some questions and they are reconciling that but the economy is picking up, residential and 

industrial land development is picking up, and the preliminary numbers look good. He also 

added that the BOS has talked about a citizen’s committee and that Bonnie Miller has been 

working hard on that but that he was not comfortable with people wanting to oversee the 

elected body. He also noted that interested residents could bring their expertise to existing 

boards and committees right now. He continued that he has not seen at this point how this 

could work. Ms. Hettel questioned why the five members up front get to decide everything. 

She continued that she was upset and angry that Mr. Godshall has discredited her by saying 

that her input is not validated. Mr. Godshall apologized to Ms. Hettel and explained that that 

was not his intention.  

 

Mr. Jim Yoder, 133 Cowpath Road, asked where he could find this great agreement that was 

reached with the police department. Mr. Hammer replied that he could provide the 

agreement. Mr. Yoder then explained that how one year ago he retired and he went through 

and reviewed his finances to determine how much it cost him to live in Franconia Township. 

Last year all his bills combined were lower than his taxes. He continued that he understands 

they are playing catch up right now but when that is over he wanted to know if his taxes 

would go down. Mr. Godshall replied that it would depend on what happens but he really 

does not know and cannot answer that question. Mr. Godshall added that the BOS has done a 

very good job of controlling those costs.  

 

Mr. Tom Scalfani, 360 High Street, explained that he thought about the item from last 

month’s meeting where the BOS voted on the meeting out at Hershey, and although he does 

not have an issue with the meeting, he realized that it is still the same attitude that got us into 

this jam in the first place. He added that the current BOS is 0-5 for the last five years and if 

that were the case anywhere else they would not have a job. He continued that the current 

BOS does not get it, this is not in their skill set and he questioned what they would do if they 



 

 

 

were on this side of the table. He challenged the BOS to prove to the residents that they were 

capable of this job and to get on board or get out.  

 

Ms. Bonnie Miller, 354 High Street, thanked Ms. Hettel for the nice segue into her 

presentation pertaining to the Citizen’s Advisory Council (CAC). Ms. Miller than explained 

that she can appreciate that the BOS has had to make a lot of tough decisions in the past 

months and in response to resident concerns, new Township leadership, limited staff and 

other factors she came up with her proposal for the CAC. She continued that she was charged 

with this task by Mr. Godshall and enlisted the assistance of Mr. Hammer to develop a 

proposal where the CAC assists the BOS and staff in an effort to make things better, improve 

communication by bridging that gap, and to get residents involved. She explained that, at the 

request of Mr. Hammer, she looked for similar models in other Townships. She found a 

similar arrangement right in Towamencin Township and realized that she would have to limit 

the purview of the CAC and select more defined areas of focus. She was able to narrow the 

focus to three areas, finance, communication, and strategic planning. She added that the idea 

is not to have decision making power but to be a group that provides support and can be used 

as a resource to help improve things. She also cited a similar group that exists in Radnor 

Township. She reiterated that the idea was to support not negate what the BOS do. She added 

that she believes the CAC would be extremely beneficial in a time like this where there is a 

great disconnect between leadership and residents. Ms. Miller noted that she does not have 

all the details flushed out yet but she felt there was legitimacy here. She requested that the 

BOS review the proposal she submitted and provide feedback to her. She added that she is 

hopeful this is something they can work on that won’t get pushed aside. Mr. Godshall replied 

that he was in receipt of what she submitted and that they had talked about a few of his 

concerns. He added that we have a representative form of government and that the BOS has 

been elected to make the ultimate decision. Mr. Godshall asked Ms. Miller to provide him the 

additional information that she discussed regarding the neighboring communities.  Ms. Miller 

replied that she had just sent that information to Mr. Hammer today.  

 

Mr. Norman Hartzel, 921 Landis Road, questioned whether the status of the Township’s 

financial condition will impact the Franconia Sewer Authority’s (FSA) ability to finance 

sewers in the Morwood Area. He explained that he has been in touch with Mr. George 

Witmayer, Executive Director of the FSA, for a long time regarding the condition of sewer in 



 

 

 

the Morwood area. He added that people cannot sell their homes because of the failing on-lot 

systems. Mr. Witmayer had explained that in order to finance that the FSA will have to look 

into financing options that would be backed by the Township. Mr. Hartzel wanted to see if 

this was still on the table and if there was a time frame for public sewer. He also questioned 

if the Act 537 Committee had met since last year. He recalled that at the meeting last March 

the committee was investigating the possibility of utilizing the Longacre plant but that was 

no longer an option. He suggested that with the widening of the PA Turnpike that sewer lines 

be extended under the Turnpike. Mr. Godshall replied that the 537 Committee had not met 

since last year. He then gave an overview of the Act 537 Committee and how that committee 

functions. He then explained that sewer in the Morwood area has been discussed for many 

years. He continued that it is easy to lay the sewer lines and have people connect, but the 

issue is the price tag that comes along with that. The 537 Committee has been trying to come 

up with a method that can provide public sewer but at a price that is not so extreme. Mr. 

Godshall then reported that at this time the 537 Committee is working on cost options for 

sewer. He added that we are waiting to find out what the best alternatives are for bringing 

public sewer to the area. Mr. Nice added that any amendments to the plan will need to be 

approved by DEP. Mr. Hartzel replied that from what he understands the FSA cannot move 

forward without the backing of the Township and he is concerned that the financial condition 

of the Township will hinder this. Mr. Gerald Thiel, 811 Allentown Road, added that in 

addition to DEP they are also dealing with EPA. Mr. Godshall replied that he agrees that it is 

not a good situation for the residents who live in the Morwood area but that the 537 

Committee is working on it. He repeated that there has not been a meeting since last year.  

 

SOLICITOR’S REPORT 

Ordinance No. 382- An ordinance amending Chapter 74, Section 3 and Chapter 97, Section 

10 (prohibiting certain acts in Branchwood Park) of Franconia Township’s Code to allow 

carrying firearms as permitted by State Law to conform to the Pennsylvania Act 192 of 2014. 

Mr. Bartle reviewed the proposed ordinance that is required under Act 192 and explained that 

it required the Township to amend current ordinances so that they comply with the law. Mr. 

Barndt made a motion to approve Ordinance No. 382. Mr. Fazio seconded the motion. The 

motion passed.  

 



 

 

 

A motion to appoint Mr. Douglas Souder, the Lower Salford Township Tax Collector, as 

Franconia Township’s Deputy Tax Collector as required by the Tax Collector Reform Bill 

HB 1590. Mr. Bartle explained that HB 1590 requires municipalities to appoint a deputy tax 

collector and in most cases a neighboring tax collector is appointed because they are already 

bonded. Mr. Gerald Thiel, 811 Allentown Road, added that should the deputy tax collector be 

called to service he would collect the taxes in Franconia Township and residents would not 

have to travel to Lower Salford Township. Mr. Bartle agreed that that was the case.  

 

Mr. Godshall went back to the ordinance agenda item to further explain this item. He 

explained that the State government has liberalized where you can carry a gun, which pushed 

our ordinance out of compliance. Therefore, we had to amend the ordinances that address this 

subject so that they are in compliance.  

 

Resolution 15-02-17-02: A Resolution revising the application fees, permit fees, escrow 

requirements and fees, park and recreation fees, and purchase fees. Mr. Nice made a motion 

to approve Resolution 15-02-17-02. Mr. Fazio seconded the motion. The motion passed.  

 

Resolution 15-03-17-02: A Resolution accepting the dedication of the Cherry Lane Right-of-

Way located in Franconia Township and offered for dedication through the Divens Lot Line 

Adjustment Plan (#03-14). Mr. Kratz made a motion to approve Resolution 15-03-17-02. Mr. 

Barndt seconded the motion. The motion passed.   

 

Resolution 15-04-17-02: A Resolution accepting the deed of easement for the traffic signal 

located at Elroy Road and Allentown Road located in Franconia Township and offered for 

dedication to the Township by property owners Dale L. & M. Aldine Frankenfield. Mr. Kratz 

made a motion to approve Resolution 15-04-17-02. Mr. Nice seconded the motion. The 

motion passed.  

 

Resolution 15-06-17-02: A Resolution authorizing participation in the 2015-2016 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania-COSTARS Road Salt Contract. Mr. Kratz made a motion to 

approve Resolution 15-06-17-02. Mr. Fazio seconded the motion. The motion passed.  

 



 

 

 

POLICE REPORT- CHIEF JOSEPH S. KOZENIEWSKI 

Chief Kozeniewski submitted his report. He pointed out that Detective George Moyer was 

part of a task force that involved eight other municipalities that investigated the series of 

recent car break-ins. He explained that the car break-ins had occurred not just in our area but 

as far down as Blue Bell. Chief Kozeniewski also explained the tactical team item that was 

listed later down on the agenda. He noted that the consolidation of the North Penn Tactical 

Team and the Montgomery County SWAT Team units made sense. Chief Kozeniewski 

pointed out that a survey that was recently published listed Franconia Township as one of the 

safest communities. He added that the Township was listed 15th on the list. Mr. Gerald Thiel, 

811 Allentown Road, asked what the feeling was among the officers regarding the contract 

that was reached. Chief Kozeniewski replied that the officers were pleased with the contract 

and that morale seemed to be good, everyone seems happy. Ms. Bonnie Miller, 354 High 

Street, asked the Chief if he could communicate to the public as to what the current level of 

coverage is at this point as there seems to be confusion. Chief Kozeniewski replied that at a 

minimum there is one patrol officer on duty at all times. He added that there is about a 50/50 

split which normally equates to there being only one officer on duty less than 50 percent of 

the time. Ms. Miller replied that she was hoping the percentage was less than that. Ms. Tara 

Gray of 453 Mininger Road questioned if there was police back-up. Chief Kozeniewski 

replied that there is always police back-up and that all the mutual aid agreements in place 

provide for adequate back-up at all times. The mutual aid functions the way it is intended.  

ZONING OFFICER REPORT-JAMIE P. WORMAN 

Ms. Worman submitted her report. She noted that the Zoning Hearing Board applications 

continue to increase. She also added that there has been a significant increase in land 

development and subdivision applications so far this year.  

HIGHWAY REPORT- PAUL R. NICE 

Mr. Nice submitted his report. He noted that it has been a tough four weeks with all the 

weather events. He added that they are on target though and are looking forward to Spring. 

Mr. Thiel, 811 Allentown Road, commented that he appreciates all the public works 

department does. The audience agreed.       

 



 

 

 

ENGINEERING REPORT-CINDY L. VANHISE, P.E. 

Ms. VanHise submitted her report. She noted that there is a resolution listed later on the 

agenda for the 840 Harleysville Pike Land Development (Hoff Properties) that is ready for 

approval. She offered to answer any questions pertaining to that item or anything else listed 

in her report.  

TREASURER’S REPORT – JON A. HAMMER 

A motion was made by Mr. Nice and seconded by Mr. Barndt to approve the Treasurer’s 

Report as presented, and to provide authorization for the Treasurer to pay all bills for the 

respective funds as presented on Voucher No. 15-17-02 dated February 17, 2015 in the 

amount of $259,275.15.  The motion carried unanimously. 

PAYROLL 

A motion was made by Mr. Nice and seconded by Mr. Kratz for the Treasurer to be 

authorized to pay all employees during the pay period of February 15, 2015 through March 

28, 2015 according to the hours worked as listed on the Payroll Journal for the aforesaid 

period. The motion carried unanimously. 

 

A motion was made by Mr. Fazio and seconded by Mr. Barndt to remove the Franconia 

Township Police Department’s membership in the North Penn Tactical Team (which is being 

dissolved) and approve the Franconia Township Police Department’s membership in the 

Montgomery County SWAT Team. The motion carried unanimously.  

 

A motion as made by Mr. Godshall and seconded by Mr. Kratz to authorize the Township 

Manager and the Township Public Works Director to exercise the option to extend the 

current contracts for road materials and equipment including stone, paving materials, paving 

equipment rental, construction equipment rental, and road and oil related equipment rental 

for a period of one year as specified in the current contracts. Said contracts will expire on 

March 31, 2016. The motion carried unanimously.  

 

LAND DEVELOPMENT 

A motion was made by Mr. Godshall and seconded by Mr. Fazio to approve a request from 

Mr. Joe Genova for a 5-year extension of land development approval for the Pizza Box Land 

Development (#02-10). The motion carried unanimously.  



 

 

 

Resolution 15-05-17-02: A Resolution granting conditional final approval to the 840 

Harleysville Pike Land Development Project (Hoff Properties- #01-14), location Harleysville 

Pike. Mr. Godshall made a motion to approve Resolution 15-05-17-02 and Mr. Kratz 

seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.  

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

A motion was made by Mr. Godshall and seconded by Mr. Fazio to authorize Chairman 

Godshall, 1st Vice Chairman Fazio, 2nd Vice Chairman Nice, Supervisor Barndt, Supervisor 

Kratz, Township Manager Jon A. Hammer,  Assistant Township Manager Jamie P. Worman, 

Finance Director Ami L. Tarburton, FSA Executive Director George E. Witmayer, and Tax 

Collector Gerald R. Delong to attend the meeting of the Montgomery County Association of 

Township Officials to be hosted by Montgomery Township on Friday, February 27, 2015.  

Mr. Barndt added that this does not involve a cost and is an opportunity to listen to current 

topics that will impact municipalities. An audience member asked if the Township office 

would be closed that day. The BOS replied no.   

 

The Franconia Township Planning Commission will hold its Regular Meeting on Monday, 

March 2, 2015 at 7:00 p.m. at the Franconia Township Municipal Building, 671 Allentown 

Road, Franconia, Pennsylvania 18969. 

 

The next Regular Board of Supervisors meeting will be held at 7:00 p.m. on Monday, March 

16, 2015 at the Franconia Township Municipal Building, 671 Allentown Road, Franconia, 

Pennsylvania 18969.  The Board of Supervisors Work Sessions will be held on Wednesday, 

March 11th, 2015 at 4:00 p.m. and Monday March 16th, 2015 at 5:00 p.m. at the same 

location. 

MOTION TO ADJOURN 

A motion was made by Mr. Kratz and seconded by Mr. Fazio to adjourn the meeting at 

8:14 p.m. The motion carried unanimously. 

 

          Respectfully submitted, 

                                                                               

        Jamie P. Worman 


